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language ; what language will they speak ? Will they speak
in their own language or \vill they speak in another language ?
As far as emotional expression is concerned in what language
will they express themselves, when they are beaten, for
example, except in that which they learn from their mothers
and from the children all around them ? What is the lang-
uage in which India will speak except the languages that she
has inherited and built up for thousands of years ? What
is the language in which I can speak except the language to
which I was born, and which I have cultivated ? I am now
speaking in English, it is true, but, my friends, so much
energy has gone into this English of mine and so little is the
result that I am ashamed of it. I am sure we people do not
know what horrible English we speak. I am certain that
friends from abroad will be able to tell us that this English
sounds most queer in their ears. If we do not know this, it
is time we learned it from them. We spend 20 years, 25 years
and 30 years upon English, taking medals, being first, becom-
ing big men and drawing large salaries, and therefore we all
come to think that our English is very beautiful, so beautiful
that at times we are ashamed of talking in our mother tongue.
But that is a sad mistake. I speak my mother tongue at
my worst better than I speak English at my best. I make
fewer mistakes talking my mother tongue sleepy than I make
in English when I am most cautious, avoiding errors. And
why ? In the very nature of things I can feel easy only with
the language into which I was born, in which I was brought
up and which to me is the means of thought. I cannot think
but in the language which is my mother tongue and if I do
not do the literary work for my people and express their soul
in that language in which other language could I do it ?
A fantastic proposal was once made that as our mother
tongues would divide us we should have English as our
mother tongue; that in order to do this we should Import a
large number of young Englishwomen with a sense of mission
to teach English to this country; that we should have Rs. 20
crores as a national trust for this purpose. I read all this
prospectus and said: *' You might find the 20 crores of
rupees and people mad enough to study English under the
Englishwomen, but how can you find the thousands of Bug-